
 

www.citycompass.ro  Bucharest 2010 • Survival Guide for Expats 

7 7 

7 

Table of Contents 
 

 

Welcome to Bucharest 2010: How to use this Guide.....................................................................13
Introduction to Surviving in the City...............................................................................................17

Bucharest Crash Course......................................................................................................18
Punctuality...................................................................................................................21
Important Dates in Romania.................................................................................................21

List of Offi cial Romanian Holidays (non-working holidays)....................................21
Offi cial Observances (working holidays)................................................................22
Traditional Observances .......................................................................................22

Parking..................................................................................................................................23
Driving ..................................................................................................................................23
Expectations and Deals........................................................................................................23
Stray Dogs ...........................................................................................................................24
A Weekend in ‘Little Paris’: Suggestions for the Bored ........................................................25

About City Compass Services.........................................................................................................27
City Compass Newsletter......................................................................................................28
Tours.....................................................................................................................................28

Discover Little Paris...............................................................................................28
From Communism to Democracy .........................................................................28
New! In spring 2010: Discover Hidden Romania – The Dracula Tour....................29

Workshops and Coaching ....................................................................................................29
Welcome to Bucharest Workshop .........................................................................29
Getting Things Done in Romania ..........................................................................29
Personal Assistance: City Angel.............................................................................30

Police and Emergency Telephone Numbers...................................................................................31
112 Saves Lives, Protects Citizens and Property.................................................................33
Romanian Police ..................................................................................................................33
Private Security Companies .................................................................................................34

Eating, Drinking, and Fun.................................................................................................................35
Restaurants..........................................................................................................................37
Catering and Delivery Services ............................................................................................41
New! Pubs............................................................................................................................44
Cafés....................................................................................................................................45
New! Teahouses ..................................................................................................................47
Clubs....................................................................................................................................48
Gay & Lesbian Clubs............................................................................................................50
Wi-Fi Hotspots......................................................................................................................51
Movie Theatres ....................................................................................................................51
DVD Rental ..........................................................................................................................53
Kids’ Entertainment ..............................................................................................................53
New! Music Shops and Lessons ..........................................................................................55
English Bookshops...............................................................................................................55

Hotels and Travel Agencies .............................................................................................................57



 

www.citycompass.ro  Bucharest 2010 • Survival Guide for Expats 

8 

Hotels ...................................................................................................................................59
Short-term Apartments and Hostels......................................................................................61
Auto Rental...........................................................................................................................63
Travel Agencies....................................................................................................................64

Traffi c and Transportation ...............................................................................................................65
Road Tax ..............................................................................................................................66
Subway.................................................................................................................................66
Street-Level Transportation ..................................................................................................67
Busses.................................................................................................................................68
Trams ...................................................................................................................................68
Bus Stations .........................................................................................................................69

Domestic Destinations ..........................................................................................69
International Destinations.......................................................................................70

Taxis .....................................................................................................................................70
Railway System ...................................................................................................................71

Bucharest Main Train Station - Gara de Nord .......................................................72
Automobiles..........................................................................................................................72

Vehicle Registration ..............................................................................................72
Road Network........................................................................................................73
Driving in Bucharest ..............................................................................................73
Dealing with Accidents...........................................................................................74
New! Towing...........................................................................................................75
Auto Services.........................................................................................................76
Car Washes in Bucharest by Sector.......................................................................77

Bicycles ................................................................................................................................78
Bike Paths..............................................................................................................78
Bike Parking...........................................................................................................78
Bike Shops and Repair .........................................................................................78

Airports .................................................................................................................................79
Henri Coanda International Airport (OTP)..............................................................79
Baneasa Airport.....................................................................................................81

Health System ...................................................................................................................................83
Emergency Hospitals............................................................................................................85
Private Clinics.......................................................................................................................86
Dentists.................................................................................................................................88
New! 24 Hour Pharmacies....................................................................................................90

House and Home...............................................................................................................................91
Real Estate Agencies ..........................................................................................................92
New! Moving, Relocation, and Storage Services..................................................................94
Postal and Shipping Services ..............................................................................................98

Romanian Postal Service ......................................................................................98
Parcel Services....................................................................................................100
Courier Services...................................................................................................100

Utilities ...............................................................................................................................101
Electricity Bill........................................................................................................101



 

www.citycompass.ro  Bucharest 2010 • Survival Guide for Expats 

9 

Gass Bill...............................................................................................................101
Phone and Internet Bills.......................................................................................102
Internet Providers ................................................................................................103

Recycling Centers ..............................................................................................................104
Home Services...................................................................................................................105

Cleaning Services................................................................................................105
New! Interior Designers and Landscapers...........................................................105
Architects.............................................................................................................107
New! Building Contractors and Construction .......................................................107
Handymen, Electricians, TV.................................................................................108
Plumbers..............................................................................................................108
Washing Machine Repair Service .......................................................................109
Locksmiths...........................................................................................................110
Carpentry Shops..................................................................................................110
Carpentry Repairs ...............................................................................................110

Personal Services ..............................................................................................................111
New! Drugstores...................................................................................................111
Professional Photographers.................................................................................112
Beauty Salons and Spas......................................................................................112
Tailors...................................................................................................................114
Shoe repair/Cobblers ...........................................................................................115
Massage...............................................................................................................115
Dry Cleaning and Laundry Services.....................................................................115
Watch Repair........................................................................................................118

Family Services...................................................................................................................118
Maternity Services................................................................................................118
Babysitting............................................................................................................119
Veterinarians........................................................................................................119
Event Planning.....................................................................................................120

Shopping and Hypermarkets..........................................................................................................121
Bakeries .............................................................................................................................122
New! Butchers....................................................................................................................123
New! Delicatessens............................................................................................................123
New! Wine Dealers.............................................................................................................124
Malls and Shopping Centers ..............................................................................................124
Hypermarkets.....................................................................................................................126

Carrefour Hypermarkets.......................................................................................126
Cora Hypermarkets .............................................................................................127
Kaufl and Hypermarkets........................................................................................127
Auchan Hypermarkets..........................................................................................127
Billa Hypermarkets ..............................................................................................128
Real Hypermarkets..............................................................................................128
Mega Image Supermarkets .................................................................................128

Home Furnishing & Garden Retail Stores ..........................................................................129
Organic Shops ...................................................................................................................130



 

www.citycompass.ro  Bucharest 2010 • Survival Guide for Expats 

10 

Maternity, Baby Clothes, and Toys .....................................................................................131
New! Fashion Boutiques ....................................................................................................132
Traditional and Antiques Shops .........................................................................................133
Markets ..............................................................................................................................133

Mass Media......................................................................................................................................135
New! TV .............................................................................................................................136
Radio..................................................................................................................................136
Newspapers and Magazines with English Sections............................................................136
International Press..............................................................................................................138

Press in other languages: ...................................................................................138
English Newsletters ...........................................................................................................140

Legal and Business........................................................................................................................141
New! Expat Services...........................................................................................................143
Consumer Protection Offi ce................................................................................................143
Law Offi ces.........................................................................................................................146
Tax, Accounting, and General Consultancy........................................................................148
New! Short-term Offi ce Space Solutions ...........................................................................149
Legal Translation Centers...................................................................................................149
Notaries Public....................................................................................................................150
Visa Services......................................................................................................................150
New! IT and Database Management Services ...................................................................152
Banking...............................................................................................................................153
HR agencies ......................................................................................................................154

Culture and the Arts........................................................................................................................157
Bucharest Biennale.............................................................................................................158

Interview with Felix Vogel.....................................................................................159
Contemporary Art Centers...................................................................................................161
Contemporary Art Galleries ................................................................................................161
Fine Art Galleries and Auction Houses...............................................................................162
Regular Cultural Events......................................................................................................162
Theatres .............................................................................................................................164
National Opera & Ballet .....................................................................................................165
The George Enescu Philharmonic at the Athenaeum.........................................................165
National Radio Orchestra and National Chamber Orchestra..............................................166
Variety & Circus Globus......................................................................................................166
Astronomical Observatory ..................................................................................................166
Museums ...........................................................................................................................166
Cultural Centers..................................................................................................................167
Churches and Monasteries.................................................................................................168
Historic Monuments............................................................................................................169
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs).........................................................................170

Education ........................................................................................................................................173
Kindergartens .....................................................................................................................174
Schools...............................................................................................................................175
Universities (English Language Instruction)........................................................................176



 

www.citycompass.ro  Bucharest 2010 • Survival Guide for Expats 

11 11 

11 

Romanian Language Lessons and Centers.......................................................................178
Sports...............................................................................................................................................179

New! Gymnastics and Fitness for Expats ..........................................................................181
Billiards ..............................................................................................................................181
Bowling ..............................................................................................................................182
Football...............................................................................................................................182
Tennis Courts .....................................................................................................................183
Jogging ..............................................................................................................................183
Stadiums ............................................................................................................................184
New! Dance Lessons and Accessories ...............................................................................184
Climbing .............................................................................................................................185
Equestrian Sports................................................................................................................186
Karting................................................................................................................................186
Darts...................................................................................................................................186
Yachting..............................................................................................................................187
Swimming Pools..................................................................................................................187
Yoga....................................................................................................................................188
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu ...............................................................................................................188
New! Ski and Snowboard Shops........................................................................................188
Fitness Centers ..................................................................................................................189

Interesting links...............................................................................................................................191
About the Authors...........................................................................................................................192
Maps ................................................................................................................................................193




